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but almost invariably calls himself Hewa'f. There is much
that is clever and a good deal that is really amusing in
these Facetiae of Suriiri, but for the most part they are
exceedingly offensive to modern taste, depending for their
point but too often upon the most filthy ideas and language.
Vehbf is frequently licentious; Sururf is less licentious than
obscene. In this direction Rabelais himself would have had
to own that here he had met his master. 'Intolerable evils'
is how Professor Najf describes these verses, while he adds
that no censure passed upon the author for having produced
such things can be too severe. In this volume, the proper
title of which is Mudhikat-i Sururf-i Hezzal or The Drolleries
of Suriirf the Wag, are collected the lampoons on Vehbf
along with a number of similar pasquinades directed against
others among the author's contemporaries, but none of these
other victims are of any note, save perhaps cAynf the poet.
One might be inclined to marvel on reading some of the
many scurrilous jests here made at his expense, how Vehbf
could ever again address a friendly word to the lampooner;
but apart from the consideration that an immeasurably greater
licence of speech was not only permissible, but customary,
in those days, it is easy to perceive that, at any rate in
the vast majority of instances, the writer was inspired, not
by any feeling of malice or ill-will, but by sheer love of
fun and a desire to outdo his rival. Many of the things
Sururf says are too preposterous ever to have been taken
seriously; had such been his intention, the very extravagance
of his statements would have inevitably defeated it. Again,
in many of his comic verses he speaks of himself in terms
to the full as disrespectful as any that he employs in con-
nection with Vehbf. Indeed it is impossible to regard some
of those ghazels where he speaks in the first person as
anything beyond mere whimsical conceits and fancies thrown